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TARGET ACHIEVED!

£1200

Creativity, planning and having fun are the secrets to fundraising 
success. Start by thinking who you know, what you enjoy doing and who 
can help you. Break down the amount into smaller chunks and start to 
make a plan. Below is an example to give you some ideas and once you’re 
signed up we’ll send you lots more tips and advice. 

Raffle of prizes from
local businesses. £300

Quiz night at your
local pub. £300

Organise an event of
your choice, with a
group of friends. £450

Sponsorship from
friends and family. £150



This long-weekend challenge links two great
European cities, London and Paris, covering around

300km in just three days. We set off through the
streets of south London and cycle through undulating countryside

towards the south coast, before crossing into France by ferry. Once in France we
enjoy sleepy Normandy villages with some challenging hills to conquer along the way,
until we reach the Eiffel Tower in Paris. Free time to explore the sights of Paris, before
boarding the Eurostar back to London.

Day 1 - London - Dover
Ferry crossing Dover - Calais
Transfer Calais - Dieppe

Our starting point is the London borough of 
Bexley in south-east London. It’s an early start 
through the built up streets of south-east 
London and north Kent. There is likely to be a 
lot of traffic around so we’ll cycle slowly, single 
file and keep close together. We will regroup 
following this first section out of London. 

After 16 miles / 26km we reach the city of 
Rochester with its 1000 year old Norman Castle, 
historic cathedral (the second oldest in Britain) 
and strong links to local resident Charles Dickens. 
From this stage of the day our surroundings 
start to become less built up and congested. 
We cycle on narrow, winding roads with high 
hedgerows either side. Much of the route from 
Rochester onwards is through small towns and 
villages along the edge of the North Downs, a 
designated “Area of Outstanding Beauty” and 
over the Pilgrims Way, a route used by pilgrims 
on their way from Winchester to Canterbury. 
Having cycled a large chunk of today’s distance, 

it’s a final push up a long hill 
to the lunch stop. 

After lunch we cycle along
a ridge, following the

Pilgrim’s Way to
Burham and 
on to Lydden.
Traffic starts
to build up
again as we

approach the
end of the 

day’s ride. 

Late afternoon the Kent coastline comes into 
view as we near Dover. Catch the 19.00 ferry 
(bikes will be loaded on to the vans) to Calais 
with dinner onboard. Once we reach French 
soil we meet our coach to take us to the hotel 
in Dieppe.  
116km approx.

Day 2 - Dieppe - Gournay en Bray
After a hearty breakfast, we are reunited with our 
bikes set off through Dieppe, an old fashioned 
port town nestled between two limestone cliffs. 
The streets are likely to be crowded due to the 
traditional Saturday street market. Within 2½km 
we are into the pretty Normandy countryside. 
We pass through typically French villages, all of 
which seem to have at least one boulangerie 
and bar/tabac no matter how small.

The route to our first stop in the village of 
Torcy le Grand is gently undulating. The terrain 
is similar for the next stretch to the centre of 
Saint Saens, with its pretty central square and 
church, where we’ll stop for lunch. From there 
we encounter a few uphill sections - some 
longer and more challenging than others. From 
Bosque Eveline (51km into the day) the route 
becomes undulating once more.



The last stretch of cycling is another succession 
of sleepy villages along quiet roads. The terrain 
continues to be undulating with an uphill stretch 
that affords beautiful views of Saint Aubert-en-
Bray and Onse-en-Bray. We will spend the night 
in Gournay en Bray. This evening we are bound 
to celebrate today’s achievement over a glass or 
two of French wine or beer in these picturesque 
surroundings.
80km approx.

Day 3 - Gournay en Bray -
Eiffel Tower, Paris

We leave Gournay en Bray in a south-easterly 
direction bound for Paris and a beautiful days’ 
cycling. Normandy is known for its bocage, 
farmland criss-crossed with hedges and trees 
and we are soon cycling amongst this type of 
rural landscape. We pass through numerous 
villages this morning and see the locals heading 
to and from church. The terrain is mainly 
undulating but there are some short climbs.

As we progress through the day, our surroundings 
start to change and we enter the suburbs of 
Paris. We stop for lunch after having cycled 
around 40km. Straight after lunch we enter a 
forested area known as Le Parc aux Etoiles for 
about 3km. From there it’s a strong descent 
towards the River Seine. We cross the river over 
a bridge close to Poissy. This is a main road and 
there is likely to be lots of traffic. Once through 
Poissy we head uphill through more forest on 
a dedicated bike lane. The next main place we 
reach is St Germain-en-Laye. It is here that we 
cross the Seine once more, the river having 
swept round from where we crossed it before. 
We encounter a succession of traffic lights and 
roundabouts before crossing the river once 
again. The route is mainly uphill with one very 
steep climb followed by a long downhill.

The next bridge we cross takes us into the
Bois de Boulogne on the western edge of the 
city. The designer of these woods took his 
inspiration from London’s Hyde Park. Today it is 
home to the French Open tennis tournament 
and two horse racing tracks – we pass both 

of these venues on our route through the 
park. We re-group inside the park for the final 
stretch of cycling. We exit this pretty expanse 
of green together at Place de la Porte de Passy. 
From there the excitement starts to mount as 
we cycle along the wide Parisian boulevards 
towards our final destination. 

We cross the Pont d’Iena and straight ahead of 
us is the Eiffel Tower, Paris’ most impressive 
and recognisable landmark. It is here that we 
celebrate the end of this memorable ride.

A short ride (approx. 5 minutes) to our hotel, 
situated close to the Eiffel Tower. Tonight we 
enjoy a celebratory meal and raise a glass of vin 
to the achievement of our group.
114km approx.

Day 4 - Paris - London
This morning is free for you to explore Paris 
independently. It is undoubtedly one of the most 
beautiful cities in the world – Notre Dame, the 
Champs Elyées, Arc de Triomphe, Montmartre, 
Sacré Coeur, Musée d’Orsay …there is so much 
to see and do.

In the afternoon we catch the Eurostar back to 
London from the centrally located Gare du Nord. 
On arrival at London we can collect our bikes 
and make our way home with memories of a 
great challenge.

This is a complex itinerary and is subject to change
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Raising Sponsorship Money
Register and receive a fundraising pack 
full of information and ideas. Once you 
set your mind to it, it’s amazing what you 
can achieve! Classic Tours and your charity 
can help you out with lots of tips.

Who can take part?
Anyone over 18 years old is welcome as 
long as you are fit and healthy enough to 
do the challenge. 

Fitness
The event is aimed at people of average 
fitness who are prepared to put in plenty 
of training to enable them to meet the 
challenge. Classic Tours will provide a set of 
training guidelines to help you on your way. 

Kit
You will need your own roadworthy bike 
and a cycle helmet. A full packing list will 
be sent to you. 

Support on the event
Experienced staff (tour manager, guides, 
mechanics and doctor) will be there to 
provide help and encouragement whenever 
you need it.

Accommodation
Tourist class hotels throughout the ride.

Food & Drink
The food will be wholesome, tasty and 
plentiful. There will be snacks and water 
available whilst cycling.

Weather
Daytime temperatures will be 18-25ºC. 
However be prepared for rain or shine.

Health
Tetanus and Hepatitis A inoculations 
are suggested. Please consult your GP for 
professional medical advice

Visa & Travel Insurance
A visa is not required for British citizens. 
If you are a non-British citizen please 
contact Classic Tours for advice.  You must 
be insured to take part - either through 
a company of your choice or the Classic 
Tours recommended policy. You will need 
to provide proof of your insurance 8 weeks 
prior to the challenge.

Staying On
It is possible to stay on in Paris after the 
challenge, subject to availability. Full details 
will be sent out nearer the time.

What’s Provided
Ferry Dover - Calais, Eurostar Paris – London, 
accommodation, transfers, full medical 
support, experienced guides, support staff, 
water and all meals except breakfast on 
day 1 and dinner on day 4 

Other costs to budget for
You will need to budget for personal travel 
insurance, any optional tours, gratuities 
and spending money.

Responsible Tourism
Classic Tours operates a responsible 
tourism policy and you can off set 
your carbon emissions on our website
www.classictours.co.uk

If you have any other questions not answered here please contact Claire. 

Tel: 020 7619 0066 ext 208 or claire@classictours.co.uk

THE COSTS
Option 1 – you raise £1200 approx 
sponsorship (to be set by your chosen charity)

Option 2 – you pay £595 and raise as much 
sponsorship as possible

Registration fee:£150
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We at Classic Tours are here to help and support 
you all the way through the event so please 
do get in touch if you have any questions not 
answered here.

Email: claire@classictours.co.uk
Tel: 020 7619 0066 ext 208
Web: www.classictours.co.uk

Classic Tours are the originators of worldwide charity
challenges and fully bonded under ATOL number
3379. Since 1992 they have helped over 250 UK
charities raise in excess of £60 million.

The next steps
1. Speak to the charity which you would like to 

raise funds for.
2. Complete and sign the Registration and 

Medical Form and return to Classic Tours along 
with the registration fee or sign up online at 
www.classictours.co.uk.

3. Classic Tours will then contact your chosen 
charity, confirm your place, send details of the 
event and set you on your way to fundraising 
success!

Classic Tours are a well 
organised, friendly, down 
to earth team of people
who enabled us to
complete a challenge
I never dreamed
I could do! 
Hayley Gomm, 26 - Oxfordshire

Classic Tours has a full programme of Open Challenge
events in 2011 including:

O Climb Kilimanjaro O Cycle Kenya O Trek the Inca Trail
O Trek the Great Wall of China O Trek Jordan

O NIGHTRIDER™ (100km bike ride around London at night) 
O Cycle Death Valley O Cycle 5 Countries. 

For more information on any of these challenges contact Claire on
claire@classictours.co.uk or call 020 7619 0066 ext 208.


